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SCOTLAND AND THE FLEMISH PEOPLE

 Project of The University of St Andrews (2016)

 Flemish Immigration to Scotland during the 

Middle Ages

 Flemish influence on early games in Scotland



EARLY GAMES IN SCOTLAND

 Curling Bonspiel

 Cachpule

 Golf



MIGRATION WAVES TO BRITTAIN

Romans

Anglo-saxons

Frisians

Normans



INFLUENCE ON ORIGINAL INHABITANS

In Scotland:

 Gaels (Kelts) 10.000 BC - 0 – Scoti and Picti

 Romans 0 – 400 – minimal (Hadrian’s Wall)

 Anglo-saxons 400 – 600 – gamechanging
(Old Frisian > Old English)

 Normans 1100 – 1300 – gamechanging
(Latin – French – Dutch – English)



NORMANISATION OF SCOTLAND

 Flanders dominant state in Western Europe

 Norman Conquest 

 King David I - Davidian Revolution - Flemish nobles

 Top down modernisation

 Anglo-normans (including Flemings)

 Establishment of burghs in support of trade

 Immigration of Flemish merchants and artisans

 New Lowlands culture - Old Scottish

 Laaglands > Lallans > Lowlands



ASSIMILATION OF FLEMISH PEASANT GAMES

•Krulbolspel >> 
Curling bonspiel

•Compare bol >> 
bowl

•National game

Curling

•Caetsspel >> 
Cachpule

•pallacorda –
pallamaglio

(tennis – pall
mall)

•Royal games

Tennis 

•Colf (or Kolf) >>      
Golf

•Game of 
burghers and
honourable
gentlemen

•Royal and
ancient game

•National game

Golf



KRULBOLSPEL – CURLING BONSPIEL







LITTLE ICE AGE









WINTER PASSTIME

 Krulbol game on land moved to the ice

 Played with round wooden bols (flat side)

 First mention of the word curling in 1638

 Assimilation of krulbol game played on ice with
game of throwing stones to modern game of 
curling bonspiel.



EARLY CURLING STONES







CAETSSPEL - CACHPULE









FALKLAND PALACE

















PALLACORDA AND PALLAMAGLIO





VARIATIONS OF COLF GAME

Team game

•Unlimited number of players per team

•Defending/attacking each teams goal

•Played on land

Individual game 1 

•Least numer of strokes towards a set target 
(hole)

•Played on land >> ice

Individual game 2

•Least number of strokes over a set disrtance
(pole)

•Played on land >> ice







































QUESTION TIME

 Flemish Colf << >> Lallans Colf (1100-1400)

 Wooden ball

 Crossover from Cachpule to Golf (c.1450)?

 Dutch Kolf << >> Scottish Golf (1550-1750)

 Featherie ball

 Documentary evidence is lacking


